[Unexplained vague abdominal complaints in adults: indication for CT in case of suspected intussusception].
In two adult patients, a 74-year-old woman and a 84-year-old man, who suffered from vague abdominal complaints, an intussusception was diagnosed by CT. Surgical resection of the affected bowel parts was successful. Intussusception is usually seen in children; in adults it is a rare condition. Adult patients mostly complain about vague abdominal pain only. Physical examination, laboratory investigations and plain abdominal X-rays often don't give any additional information. In such patients it is advised to perform CT of the abdomen at an early stage. CT may show a so-called 'target sign' which is characteristic of an intussusception. In addition it can provide information about the possible causes of the intussusception, most commonly a malignant tumour in adults. During laparotomy one should not attempt to reduce the intussusception because of the risk of tumour spill. In this clinical review, we present two adult patients with unexplained abdominal complaints due to intussusception, caused by malignancy.